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Even though more and more demands are placed on our 
time, very few seem concerned about overload.   
 

The truth is, the things that overload us can keep us 
continually overwhelmed. 
 
Increasingly we find ourselves overwhelmed by the 
challenge of our devotional life. 
 

Avenues of Devotion 
 

There are many avenues of devotion that compete for our 
time, attention and energy… 
 

…spouses. 
…children. 
…careers. 
…passions. 
 

The most critical avenue of devotion surprisingly is 
impacted by these (and other) areas:  our devotion to God. 
 
The challenges that we face in other areas of devotion 
sometimes results in confusion over our relationship with 
God. 
 
In the midst of the confusion, it is comforting to know that 
God tells us exactly who He is. 
 
Despite God’s total transparency, many still exhibit a 
discomfort as to who He is, and how we should relate to 
Him. 
 
 

Aim of Devotion 
 

Jesus taught that the aim of our devotion to God begins 
with how we relate to Him. 
 

He told His disciples to address the creator and sustainer of 
the universe as…Father. 
 
The problem with the term “father” is that each of us 
relates to it on the basis of our own personal experience.  
Some of our fathers were not present, while others were 
present, and we wish they had been absent. 
 

Jesus knew this to be true, so He spent much of his earthly 
ministry defining what He meant by the word “Father”.  He 
told a story that we know as “The Prodigal Son”, though a 
better title for our purposes might be “The Perfect Father”…   
 

Luke 15:11-24   Jesus told them this story: “A man had two 

sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your 

estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth 

between his sons.13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his 

belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his 

money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great 

famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a 

local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed 

the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he 

was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him 

anything.17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, 

‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here 

I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, 

I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer 

worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired 

servant.”’20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was 

still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and 

compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His 

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 

and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’22 “But his father 

said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the 
God’s attributes are to draw us to Him as well as inspire us 
to embrace His ways. 
 



God inspires devotion through His… 
 

…completeness.  He has more than everything we 
need. 
 

…graciousness.  He gives generously even when 
there’s a strong probability we’ll squander the gift 
that He gives. 
 

…patience.  He wants us to have freedom as well as 
dignity of choice. 
 

…compassion.  His heart breaks when our hearts are 
broken. 
 

…sacrifice.  He sacrifices His personal pride and runs 
to us without embarrassment. 
 

…affirmation.  He affirms our potential in Him, rather 
than in ourselves. 
 

Turning Point . . . 
 

Recognizing and embracing God’s love for us as the source 
of our devotion to Him also challenges us to be a similar 
source for those we love and love us. 
 
Renewing our devotion is the catalyst for thriving, loving 
relationships. 
 

1 Kings 8:54-61   When Solomon finished his prayer at the altar, he 

was kneeling with his arms lifted toward heaven. He stood 

up, 55 turned toward the people, blessed them, and said 

loudly:56 Praise the LORD! He has kept his promise and given us 

peace. Every good thing he promised to his servant Moses has 

happened.57 The LORD our God was with our ancestors to help them, 

and I pray that he will be with us and never abandon us. 58 May 

the LORD help us obey him and follow all the laws and teachings he 

gave our ancestors.59 I pray that the LORD our God will remember my 

prayer day and night. May he help everyone in Israel each day, in 

whatever way we need it. 60 Then every nation will know that 

the LORD is the only true God.61 Obey the LORD our God and follow 

his commands with all your heart, just as you are doing today. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


