
 

 
Part 5:  What Difference Does Jesus Make? 

 

August 4, 2019     Wes Porter 
 

What difference does Jesus make?  Is He relevant to me and 
the things I care about? 
 
The answer is centered upon relationships. 
 
Three critical relationships demand our attention: 
 

Relationships with each other. 
Relationships with the truth. 
Relationship with God. 
 

God has established that His utmost desire is to have a 
personal relationship with each of us. 
 
Unfortunately, the presence of sin threatens the possibility 
of our experiencing such a relationship. 
 
Why?  Because sin… 
 

…distorts our perception. 
 

Proverbs 21:2   A person thinks everything he does is right, 

    but the LORD weighs hearts. 

 
…accentuates our arrogance. 

 

Luke 18:10-13     He said, “Two men went into the temple courtyard 

to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a tax collector. 11 The 

Pharisee stood up and prayed, ‘God, I thank you that I’m not like 

other people! I’m not a robber or a dishonest person. I haven’t 

committed adultery. I’m not even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice 
 

 

a week, and I give you a tenth of my entire income.’13 “But the tax 

collector was standing at a distance. He wouldn’t even look up to  

heaven. Instead, he became very upset, and he said, ‘God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner!’ 
 

…exposes our rebellion. 
 

Romans 8:7     The mind that thinks only of ways to please the sinful 

old self is fighting against God. It is not able to obey God’s Laws. It 

never can. 
 

This distortion of God’s creation prompts this 
assessment: 
 

Romans 3:10-18    “There is not one person who is right with God. 

No, not even one! 11 There is not one who understands. There is not 

one who tries to find God.” 12 Everyone has turned away from God. 

They have all done wrong. Not one of them does what is good. No, 

not even one! 13 Their mouth is like an open grave. They tell lies with 

their tongues. Whatever they say is like the poison of snakes. 14 Their 

mouths speak bad things against God. They say bad things about 

other people. 15 They are quick to hurt and kill people. 16 Wherever 

they go, they destroy and make people suffer. 17 They know nothing 

about peace. 18 They do not honor God with love and fear.” 
 

The fact that the presence of sin makes the 
relationship that God desires with humankind 
utterly impossible creates an incredible dilemma. 
 
The only solution is for someone to pay the 
ultimate penalty for sin. 
 

Hebrews 9:13-15   According to the Law of Moses, those people 

who become unclean are not fit to worship God. Yet they will be 

considered clean, if they are sprinkled with the blood of goats and 

bulls and with the ashes of a sacrificed calf. 14 But Christ was sinless, 

and he offered himself as an eternal and spiritual sacrifice to God. 

That’s why his blood is much more powerful and makes 

our[a] consciences clear. Now we can serve the living God and no 

longer do things that lead to death.15 Christ died to rescue those who 

had sinned and broken the old agreement. Now he brings his chosen 

ones a new agreement with its guarantee of God’s eternal blessings! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+9%3A13-15&version=CEV#fen-CEV-28010a


 
What difference does Jesus make? 
 

• He satisfies our need for a Savior. 

• He personifies God’s love, mercy and grace. 

• He took our place on the cross. 

 
Jesus makes a difference because He shows us the extent 
of God’s grace. 

 

Graceful Satisfaction 
 

The extent of God’s grace makes us confident of 
three things: 
 

1. We are loved by God through His grace. 
2. We are saved by God through His grace. 
3. We are strengthened by God through His 

grace.    
 

Turning Point . . . 
 

What difference does Jesus make?  Three things to 
consider: 
 

1. Jesus’ followers believed that He was much more 
than just a teacher or prophet – they believed He 
was the Son of God. 

 
2. If God physically came to this world in the person of 

Jesus, what could be more important than to believe 
and follow Him? 
 

3. God, through His grace, lovingly invites us to 
examine the evidence and make up our mind about 
the difference Jesus makes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


