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Our identify as a church and as individual believers is 
rooted in how we see God and how we see ourselves. 
 

The resulting perspective makes up our identity. 
 

Many believe our worth to ourselves and others is the 
result of our hard work. 
 
God instead desires for us to embrace our worth and 
identity through Christ living in us. 
 

Many Parts, Effectively Whole 
 
Only in Christ can we effectively combine diverse peoples 
and backgrounds for a single purpose. 
 
The key to experiencing unity?  Balancing our actions with 
God’s expectations, through… 
 

…our behavior. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-3   I urge you who have been chosen by God to live 

up to the life to which God called you. 2 Always be humble, gentle, 

and patient, accepting each other in love. 3 You are joined together 

with peace through the Spirit, so make every effort to continue 

together in this way. 

 
…our beliefs. 

 

Ephesians 4:4-6   There is one body and one Spirit, and God called 

you to have one hope. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, and one 

baptism. 6 There is one God and Father of everything. He rules 

everything and is everywhere and is in everything. 

 

 
…our giftedness. 

 

Ephesians 4:7-13   Christ gave each one of us the special gift of 

grace, showing how generous he is. 8 That is why it says in the 

Scriptures, 

 

“When he went up to the heights, 

    he led a parade of captives, 

    and he gave gifts to people.” Psalm 68:18 

9 When it says, “He went up,” what does it mean? It means that he 

first came down to the earth. 10 So Jesus came down, and he is the 

same One who went up above all the heaven. Christ did that to fill 

everything with his presence. 11 And Christ gave gifts to people—he 

made some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to go and tell 

the Good News, and some to have the work of caring for and teaching 

God’s people. 12 Christ gave those gifts to prepare God’s holy people 

for the work of serving, to make the body of Christ stronger. 

…our maturity. 

Ephesians 4:13-16   This work must continue until we are all joined 

together in the same faith and in the same knowledge of the Son of 

God. We must become like a mature person, growing until we become 

like Christ and have his perfection.14 Then we will no longer be 

babies. We will not be tossed about like a ship that the waves carry 

one way and then another. We will not be influenced by every new 

teaching we hear from people who are trying to fool us. They make 

plans and try any kind of trick to fool people into following the wrong 

path. 15 No! Speaking the truth with love, we will grow up in every 

way into Christ, who is the head. 16 The whole body depends on 

Christ, and all the parts of the body are joined and held together. 

Each part does its own work to make the whole body grow and be 

strong with love. 

Turning Point . . . 
Embracing our identity in Christ is the foundation of our 
purpose as a church: 
 

We are here to reach people for Christ, 
and to help believers grow to be like Him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.68.18&version=NCV


 
This can only happen when we are: 
 

…characterized by unity. 
…celebrating our diversity. 
…committed to ministry. 
…clothed in maturity. 
 

Philippians 2:1-4   Does your life in Christ give you strength? Does 

his love comfort you? Do we share together in the spirit? Do you have 

mercy and kindness? 2 If so, make me very happy by having the same 

thoughts, sharing the same love, and having one mind and 

purpose. 3 When you do things, do not let selfishness or pride be your 

guide. Instead, be humble and give more honor to others than to 

yourselves. 4 Do not be interested only in your own life, but be 

interested in the lives of others. 

 


