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Jesus taught the most important, and the second most 
important thing in life is to: 
 

Love God. 
Love yourself. 
Love others. 

 

Matthew 22:35-40   One Pharisee, who was an expert on the 

law of Moses, asked Jesus this question to test him:
36

 "Teacher, 

which command in the law is the most important?" 
37

 Jesus 

answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your mind.' 
38

 This is the first and most important 

command.
39

 And the second command is like the first: 'Love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.’ 
40

 All the law and the writings of the 

prophets depend on these two commands."  

 

This exists as the most challenging love standard. 
 
It also serves as the foundation of responsible neighbor 
love. 

 
 

Defined Principles 
 

Simply defined, our principles serve as the basic 
framework by which we base our daily choices. 
 
These principles represent our pursuits, like… 
 
…pursuing success. 
…pursuing security. 

…pursuing significance. 
…pursuing satisfaction. 
 
The resulting choices represent our priorities. 
 
Our priorities are revealed through our daily 
commitments. 
 
Jesus provided an example of responsible love 
through His daily commitments: 
 

Mark 1:21-28   Jesus and his followers went to Capernaum. On 

the Sabbath day He went to the synagogue and began to 

teach. 
22 

The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 

like a person who had authority, not like their teachers of the 

law. 
23 

Just then, a man was there in the synagogue who had an evil 

spirit in him. He shouted, 
24 

“Jesus of Nazareth! What do you want 

with us? Did you come to destroy us? I know who you are—God’s 

Holy One!”
25 

Jesus commanded the evil spirit, “Be quiet! Come out 

of the man!” 
26 

The evil spirit shook the man violently, gave a loud 

cry, and then came out of him.
27 

The people were so amazed they 

asked each other, “What is happening here? This man is teaching 

something new, and with authority. He even gives commands to evil 

spirits, and they obey him.” 
28 

And the news about Jesus spread 

quickly everywhere in the area of Galilee. 
 

Daily Priorities 
 
Jesus’ daily commitments provide insight on how 
we can incorporate responsible love into our daily 
lives, through… 
 

…our passion – showing a zeal for learning, 
fellowship and sharing. 
 
…our encounters – realizing that we daily 
encounter people in need of God’s touch. 
 
…our purpose – embracing a purpose that 
desires to see people free from the barriers 
that separate them from God. 

 



Turning Point . . . 
 
Our principles and priorities serve as a foundation of a 
commitment to responsible love that starts when we 
align our priorities with God’s Will. 
 
Filling our days with a commitment to our passion, 
people and purpose provides opportunities to honor God 
with the way we love others to last a lifetime. 
 
 

 


