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Jesus taught the most important, and the second most 
important thing in life is to: 
 

Love God. 
Love yourself. 
Love others. 

 

Matthew 22:35-40   One Pharisee, who was an expert on the 

law of Moses, asked Jesus this question to test him:
36

 "Teacher, 

which command in the law is the most important?" 
37

 Jesus 

answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your mind.' 
38

 This is the first and most important 

command.
39

 And the second command is like the first: 'Love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.’ 
40

 All the law and the writings of the 

prophets depend on these two commands."  

 

This exists as the most challenging love standard. 
 
It also serves as the foundation of responsible neighbor 
love. 
 
Sincere, responsible love reflects God’s commitment to 
constant encouragement. 

 

Encouraged to Encourage 
 

One of the most ignored needs that we have is 
encouragement. 
 
The good news is that God understands our need 
to be encouraged and has provided for our need. 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17   May our Lord Jesus Christ himself 

and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

 

But God didn’t stop there. He went on to 
commission every believer as an extension of 
Himself:  

 
1 Thessalonians 5:11   “So speak encouraging words to one 

another. Build up hope so you’ll all be together in this, no one left 

out, no one left behind. I know you’re already doing this; just keep 

on doing it.” 

 
Responsible love reflects a commitment to God-
honoring encouragement. 
 

 By speaking to the fear at the core of every 
person’s life. 

 By influencing others to become more like 
Christ. 

 
Why? 
 

Because at their core, people are afraid and the 
Bible says the remedy for fear is God’s perfect 
love… 

 

1 John 4:18      “There is no room in love for fear.  Well-formed 

love banishes fear.  Since fear is crippling, a fearful life – fear of 

death, fear of judgment – is one not yet fully formed in love.” 

 
Therefore, if we want to be encouragers, our goal 
must be to allow the love of God in us to speak to 
the fear in others. 
 
Genuine encouragement occurs when our words… 

…are inspired by love. 
…are directed toward fear. 
…recognize uniqueness in others. 
…reach out with words of life. 
 



Proverbs 10:11   “The mouth of a good person is a deep, life-

giving well, but the mouth of the wicked is a dark cave of abuse. 
 

Turning Point . . .  
 

Christ provides us encouragement through His challenge 
as to the importance of our words…  
 

Matthew 12:35-37   Good people have good things in their 

hearts, and so they say good things. But evil people have evil in 

their hearts, so they say evil things. 
36 

And I tell you that on the 

Judgment Day people will be responsible for every careless thing 

they have said. 
37 

The words you have said will be used to judge 

you. Some of your words will prove you right, but some of your 

words will prove you guilty.” 

 


