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Luke 9:51   Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him 

to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.   
 

When Jesus turned His focus entirely on what He came to 
do, it demonstrated a change in His perspective. 

 
When we turn our focus entirely toward God’s perfect plan 

for our lives, it allows us to seize the opportunity to 
embrace the fruits of redemption. 
 

Perfect Love Discovered 
 

Christ’s resolve reveals an important aspect of the 
journey…the nature of God’s perfect love: 

 

Luke 15:11-24    Then Jesus said, “A man had two sons. 12 The 

younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 

property.’ So the father divided his property between his two 

sons.13 “After a few days, the younger son gathered his possessions 

and left for a country far away from home. There he wasted 

everything he had on a wild lifestyle. 14 He had nothing left when a 

severe famine spread throughout that country. He had nothing to live 

on. 15 So he got a job from someone in that country and was sent to 

feed pigs in the fields. 16 No one in the country would give him any 

food, and he was so hungry that he would have eaten what the pigs 

were eating.17 “Finally, he came to his senses. He said, ‘How many 

of my father’s hired men have more food than they can eat, while I’m 

starving to death here? 18 I’ll go at once to my father, and I’ll say to 

him, “Father, I’ve sinned against heaven and you. 19 I don’t deserve 

to be called your son anymore. Make me one of your hired 

men.”’20 “So he went at once to his father. While he was still at a 

distance, his father saw him and felt sorry for him. He ran to his son,  

 

put his arms around him, and kissed him. 21 Then his son said to him, 

‘Father, I’ve sinned against heaven and you. I don’t deserve to be 

called your son anymore.’22 “The father said to his servants, ‘Hurry! 

Bring out the best robe, and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let’s celebrate 

with a feast. 24 My son was dead and has come back to life. He was 

lost but has been found.’ Then they began to celebrate. 

 
Four characteristics of unconditional love: 

 
1. Unconditional love thinks about others more 

than self. 
 

2.  Unconditional love makes the first move. 
 

3. Unconditional love takes risks. 
 

4. Unconditional love goes the extra 10%. 

 

Perfect Love Recovered 
 

Our hearts reflect the imperfections and the 
variances that cause our allegiance to God to stray. 

 
Stray hearts yearn for a genuine homecoming with 

God. 
 

The Bible is very clear as to what we can expect: 
 

1.  To come home to love and forgiveness. 

 
Jesus left His home (heaven) and came to 

our home (earth) to tell us we can be 
forgiven. 

 

1 John 4:9-10   God showed his love for us when he sent his only 

Son into the world to give us life. 10 Real love isn’t our love for God, 

but his love for us. God sent his Son to be the sacrifice by which our 

sins are forgiven. 

 

2.  To come home to peace and strength. 



 
The peace of God happens in our hearts 

when we’ve made peace with God. 
 

Philippians 4:6   Do not worry about anything, but pray and ask 

God for everything you need, always giving thanks.7 And God's 

peace, which is so great we cannot understand it, will keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Through Christ, God provides strength 
that identifies the source. 

 
Philippians 4:13   I can do all things through Christ, because 
he gives me strength. 

 

3. Come home to hope and joy. 

Hope and joy are a byproduct of a growing trust 

in God. 
 

Romans 15:13   I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you 

completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will 

overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Through Christ, God generates hope and joy that 
lasts for eternity. 

 

Turning Point . . . 
 

Unconditional love brings us face to face with two 
decisions:  to accept the love offered to us, and to commit 
to demonstrating the same love to others. 

 


