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Our identify as a church and as individual believers is 
rooted in how we see God and how we see ourselves. 
 

The resulting perspective makes up our identity. 
 

Many believe our worth to ourselves and others is the 
result of our hard work. 
 
God instead desires for us to embrace our worth and 
identity through Christ living in us. 
 

Reflecting His Nature 
 
Only in Christ do we have the ability to reflect the nature 
of God. 
 

2 Peter 1:3-4   Jesus has the power of God, by which he has given 

us everything we need to live and to serve God. We have these things 

because we know him. Jesus called us by his glory and 

goodness. 4 Through these he gave us the very great and precious 

promises. With these gifts you can share in God’s nature, and the 

world will not ruin you with its evil desires. 
 
We can best reflect the nature of God through… 
 

…our love. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2   You are God’s children whom he loves, so try to 

be like him. 2 Live a life of love just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself for us as a sweet-smelling offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
Through Christ God loves us… 

 
…unconditionally. 

 
…sacrificially. 
…completely. 

 
…our purity. 

 

Ephesians 5:3-7   But there must be no sexual sin among you, or 

any kind of evil or greed. Those things are not right for God’s holy 

people. 4 Also, there must be no evil talk among you, and you must not 

speak foolishly or tell evil jokes. These things are not right for you. 

Instead, you should be giving thanks to God. 5 You can be sure of this: 

No one will have a place in the kingdom of Christ and of God who 

sins sexually, or does evil things, or is greedy. Anyone who is greedy 

is serving a false god.6 Do not let anyone fool you by telling you things 

that are not true, because these things will bring God’s anger on those 

who do not obey him. 7 So have nothing to do with them. 

 
Through Christ we can better appreciate virtue. 

 
…our light. 

 

Ephesians 5:8-14   In the past you were full of darkness, but now 

you are full of light in the Lord. So live like children who belong to 

the light. 9 Light brings every kind of goodness, right living, and 

truth. 10 Try to learn what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with 

the things done in darkness, which are not worth anything. But show 

that they are wrong. 12 It is shameful even to talk about what those 

people do in secret. 13 But the light makes all things easy to see, 14 and 

everything that is made easy to see can become light. This is why it is 

said: 

 

“Wake up, sleeper! 

    Rise from death, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
Through Christ we can successfully end any 
attraction to darkness. 

 
…our wisdom. 

 

Ephesians 5:15-17   So be very careful how you live. Do not live 

like those who are not wise, but live wisely. 16 Use every chance you  

 



 

have for doing good, because these are evil times. 17 So do not be 

foolish but learn what the Lord wants you to do.  

 
Through Christ we can maximize our opportunities. 

 

Turning Point . . . 
Embracing our identity in Christ helps us to better reflect 
God’s nature through our spirit: 
 

Galatians 5:18-21   Do not be drunk with wine, which will ruin you, 

but be filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to each other with psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs, singing and making music in your hearts to the 

Lord. 20 Always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Yield to obey each other as you 

would to Christ. 
 
 


