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Our identify as a church and as individual believers is 
rooted in how we see God and how we see ourselves. 
 

The resulting perspective makes up our identity. 
 

Many believe our worth to ourselves and others is the 
result of our hard work. 
 
God instead desires for us to embrace our worth and 
identity through Christ living in us. 
 

Strength for the Struggle 
 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus was very clear about the 
challenges believers will face: 
 

John 16:1-4   “I have told you these things so that you won’t 

abandon your faith.2 For you will be expelled from the synagogues, 

and the time is coming when those who kill you will think they are 

doing a holy service for God.3 This is because they have never known 

the Father or me. 4 Yes, I’m telling you these things now, so that when 

they happen, you will remember my warning. 
 
In Christ we have power and protection to aid us in the 
struggle of obedient living. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-11   A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his 

mighty power. 11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to 

stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 

 
Through Christ we are strong when we… 
 

…understand the struggle. 
 

 

Ephesians 6:12-13   For we are not fighting against flesh-and-

blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 

world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 

spirits in the heavenly places.13 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s 

armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then 

after the battle you will still be standing firm. 

 
Three goals of spiritual warfare: 
 

1. To discourage. 
2. To distract. 
3. To discredit. 

 
…are prepared for the struggle. 

 

Ephesians 6:14-17   So stand strong, with the belt of truth tied 

around your waist and the protection of right living on your 

chest. 15 On your feet wear the Good News of peace to help you stand 

strong. 16 And also use the shield of faith with which you can stop all 

the burning arrows of the Evil One. 17 Accept God’s salvation as your 

helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

 
Why the Armor of God? 
 

Because we are vulnerable. 
Because we can lose focus. 
Because we need traction. 
Because we are a target. 
Because we need a plan. 
Because we need a weapon. 

 
…are committed to praying through the struggle. 

 

Ephesians 6:18   Pray in the Spirit at all times with all kinds of 

prayers, asking for everything you need. To do this you must always 

be ready and never give up. Always pray for all God’s people. 

 
What should we pray for? 
 

Pray to seek God’s presence. 
Pray to seek God’s provision. 
Pray for patience. 



 
Pray for people. 
Pray for protection. 
Pray with thanksgiving. 

 

Turning Point . . . 
Embracing our identity in Christ helps us to better reflect 
Godly strength: 
 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5   We are human, but we don’t wage war as 

humans do. 4 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to 

knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false 

arguments. 5 We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from 

knowing God. We capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to 

obey Christ. 
 
 
 

 


