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What’s the most important thing in life? 
 
Our expectation and approach is that the answer is 
complex, and the journey to the answer is difficult. 
 
What is surprising to some is the simplicity of God’s design: 
 

Love God. 
Love yourself. 
Love others. 

 

Matthew 22:35-40   One Pharisee, who was an expert on the law 

of Moses, asked Jesus this question to test him:36 "Teacher, which 

command in the law is the most important?" 37 Jesus answered, " 

'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all 

your mind.' 38 This is the first and most important command.39 And 

the second command is like the first: 'Love your neighbor as you love 

yourself.’ 40 All the law and the writings of the prophets depend on 

these two commands."  
 
 

Personal Responsibility 
 
Personal responsibility isn’t a popular concept in our 
society and the notion of being personally responsible for 
someone else – is even less appealing.  The challenging 
truth, however, is that God calls on us to practice personal 
responsibility in every aspect of life. 
 

The Bible identifies two primary methods of 
responsibly loving others: 

• Personal accountability. 

• Personal example. 

 

Romans 14:13, 17-19   For that reason we should stop judging 

each other. We must make up our minds not to do anything that will 

make another Christian sin. 17 The important things are living right 

with God, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Anyone who serves 

Christ by living this way is pleasing God and will be accepted by 

other people. 
 

What does it take to transform our good intentions to 
responsibly loving others? 
 

Two ingredients: 
 

First ingredient -- Authenticity.  
 

Authenticity defined is, “being actually 
and exactly what is claimed.” 
 
Authentic responsible love is: 
 

• never forced upon anyone. 

• impossible to sustain when we 
try to hide our true selves. 

 
Second ingredient -- Acceptance.  

 
Not only must we be who we really 
are, but we must accept others for 
who they really are as well. 

 

Romans 15:1-2,5-7    We who are strong in faith should help the 

weak with their weaknesses, and not please only ourselves. 2 Let each 

of us please our neighbors for their good, to help them be stronger 

in faith. 5 May the patience and encouragement that come from God 

allow you to live in harmony with each other the way Christ Jesus 

wants. 6 Then you will all be joined together, and you will give glory 

to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Christ accepted you, so 

you should accept each other, which will bring glory to God. 



Contrary to what many believe, accepting 
someone is not about approving of everything 
they do. 
 
It is about continuing to want what is best for their 
souls no matter what they do. 
 
The Bible shows us how Jesus showed genuine 
acceptance: 
 

John 8:1-11   “Jesus went across to Mount Olives, but he was soon 

back in the Temple again. Swarms of people came to him. He sat 

down and taught them. 3-6The religion scholars and Pharisees led in 

a woman who had been caught in an act of adultery. They stood her 

in plain sight of everyone and said, "Teacher, this woman was caught 

red-handed in the act of adultery. Moses, in the Law, gives orders to 

stone such persons. What do you say?" They were trying to trap him 
into saying something incriminating so they could bring charges 

against him.-8Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger in the dirt. 

They kept at him, badgering him. He straightened up and said, "The 

sinless one among you, go first: Throw the stone." Bending down 

again, he wrote some more in the dirt.  9-10Hearing that, they walked 

away, one after another, beginning with the oldest. The woman was 

left alone. Jesus stood up and spoke to her. "Woman, where are they? 

Does no one condemn you?"1"No one, Master."   "Neither do I," said 

Jesus. "Go on your way. From now on, don't sin."  

 
Jesus conveyed two clear truths: 
 
1. Sinful people are in no condition to throw 

stones. 
 

2. Sinful people who condemn others are 
condemning themselves. 
 
With His words “neither do I condemn you,” Jesus 
forgave her sin and taught all of us that it is 
impossible to offer acceptance while withholding 
forgiveness. 

 
But He didn’t stop there… 
 

He said, “Go now and leave your life of sin” so that 
we would understand that forgiving acceptance 
does not mean tolerating any behavior someone 
chooses to indulge in. 
 
Accepting does not mean refusing to confront the 
choices that could harm others and damage their 
souls. 

 

Turning Point . . . 
A proper motivation for responsibly loving others is 
possible when we know the truth about God’s command: 
 

Leviticus 19:15-18   "Don't pervert justice. Don't show favoritism 

to either the poor or the great. Judge on the basis of what is right.  16 

"Don't spread gossip and rumors.  "Don't just stand by when your 

neighbor's life is in danger. I am GOD.   17 "Don't secretly hate your 

neighbor. If you have something against him, get it out into the open; 

otherwise you are an accomplice in his guilt.   18 "Don't seek revenge 

or carry a grudge against any of your people.  "Love your neighbor 

as yourself. I am GOD.  
 


