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What’s the most important thing in life? 
 
Our expectation and approach is that the answer is 
complex, and the journey to the answer is difficult. 
 
What is surprising to some is the simplicity of God’s 
design: 
 

Love God. 
Love yourself. 
Love others. 

 

Matthew 22:35-40   One Pharisee, who was an expert on the 

law of Moses, asked Jesus this question to test him:
36

 "Teacher, 

which command in the law is the most important?" 
37

 Jesus 

answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your mind.' 
38

 This is the first and most important 

command.
39

 And the second command is like the first: 'Love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.’ 
40

 All the law and the writings of the 

prophets depend on these two commands."  
 
 

Personal Preference 
 

Because of the broad terms by which Jesus 
commands us to love our neighbors, we place 
great value on our ability to love those that we 
choose. 
 
However, the love that we show to those we do 
not choose is the most powerful. 

Usually the people that we choose not to love are 
considered our enemies. 
 
Jesus stressed the need to love our enemies as part 
of responsible love. 
 

Matthew 5:43-44   “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 

neighbor, and hate your enemy.’ 
44 

But I tell you this: Love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you. 

 

Powerful Requirements 
 
Loving our enemies is a standard of love that is not 
humanly possible. 
 
To sincerely love as Christ loves can be achieved 
only by the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Three requirements for powerful loving choices: 
 

1.  A servant’s heart. 
 

Luke 6:27-30   “But I say to you who are listening, love your 

enemies. Do good to those who hate you, 
28 

bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who are cruel to you. 
29 

If anyone slaps you on 

one cheek, offer him the other cheek, too. If someone takes your 

coat, do not stop him from taking your shirt. 
30 

Give to everyone 

who asks you, and when someone takes something that is yours, 

don’t ask for it back.  

 

2.    A sacrificial spirit. 

 
Luke 6:31-34    Do to others what you would want them to do to 

you. 
32 

If you love only the people who love you, what praise should 

you get? Even sinners love the people who love them. 
33 

If you do 

good only to those who do good to you, what praise should you get? 

Even sinners do that! 
34 

If you lend things to people, always hoping 

to get something back, what praise should you get? Even sinners 

lend to other sinners so that they can get back the same amount!  
 

3.    Selfless response to God’s grace. 
 



Luke 6:35-36   But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend 

to them without hoping to get anything back. Then you will have a 

great reward, and you will be children of the Most High God, 

because he is kind even to people who are ungrateful and full of 

sin. 
36 

Show mercy, just as your Father shows mercy. 

 

Turning Point . . . 
With Christ as our example, we can selflessly love our 
enemies by… 

 
…being devoted to doing what is good and right, 
even to those who have wronged us. 
 
…resisting the desire to get even. 

 

Romans 12:19-21   My friends, do not try to punish others when 

they wrong you, but wait for God to punish them with his anger. It 

is written: “I will punish those who do wrong; I will repay 

them,” says the Lord. 
20 

But you should do this: 

 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him a drink. 

Doing this will be like pouring burning coals on his 

head.” Proverbs 25:21–22 

 
21 

Do not let evil defeat you, but defeat evil by doing good. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov.25.21-Prov.25.22&version=NCV

